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Whoever would frighten u with the Exponce and - 
Tediouſneſs of aa A N ar, either are not ſen 
ſible of our Danger, or if they are, they draw 4 
poiſon'd Arrow out of 4 French Quiver, 


| Such Peace (upon the ſuppoſition we could warrant 
- 8). is tobe ae with Scorn aud ud: by 


every true Engliſtman, 4 being | both Gift urable- , 
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M* 40G d my „ele Endavours 
of the Ruin'd*Party to fink the Repu- 
tation of the preſent , there 

1 is none in which they Are their 
Good - will to them more than in the violence they 

-ſhew in attacking the new Preliminaries ; which, 

tho they are ſuch weak wretched things that they 
mnſt fall of themſelves, without any oppoſition 
made to them, yet theſe anffy Men run upon 
them with all their might, and with the greateſt 
Strength of Argument oppoſe Articles Which no 
ſerious Man can think worthy ef an Anſwer. 
A Man mult have the meaneſł Opinion of the 
M „ not to be ſure ſuch rrifling Prelimiula- 

ties cant be the Reſult of the e 
which have been of late ſo much talk d of: for 

an impartial Eye will diſcern in them at firſt ſight 

moſt evident marks of thelr being ſpurious; and 

3 a certain Party take ſuch pleaſure in iofulting 
the preſent M- „that they ſet themſelves 
' againſt theſe Articles i in great earneſt, as if our 
- All depended on them, without the leaft enquiry, 
whether they are genuine or not. 

This is ſuch unfair Treatment of a M—<y 

Fyho have deſerv'd fo much of the Nation in ſo 

- ſhort 'a time, that tis but a piece of common 
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Juſtice to ee to undeceive the World in this 
point, and let them ſee how groundleſs the Cla- 
mours. are, chat with ſo much induſtry and noiſe 

are rais d againſt them on this account: and 1 
doubt not, but the Reaſons that have convinc'd 
me of the 8 uriouſneſs of theſe Prelimigaries, 


me effeft on all impartial Men, a | 


atis br — that nothi à greater 
flection on 2 iunpute ta Po 
ſuch wretched Articles, 


There is an obvious Prejudice that ariſes 8 
_ «jo ta the _ Stile of them. For 
ere drawn up by ir, Adeſuger on the 
part of Fraxce,, they were drawn, oy in 
French; and thoſe which go about, are a T 
tion only : and if ſo; one would naturally * 
2 to und in them ſome Galici/ms, ſome Some 3 
ot the French Language, ſome of thoſe Signs 
e ee Which Tranſlations eldom fail to 4 
ſelves. And yet if we examine | 
3 3 5 Articles never ſo narrowly, we {hall find 
every thing in them, beſides the Senſe, intirely 
Ebb. and 1 dare fay, that is che Language 
they. were originally penn'd in. This 4 take 20 
be à good proſumpriye Proof, tiat theſe Articles 
are e enuine, Ti 
, re is another thing obſervable in the 
, Selle of them, that confirms me, ſtill more in 
this Suſpicion; and that is the looſe, — 
ambignous manner that runs -thro all 
which makes it impoſſible to fix a — — 
Senſe upon any one of them, or- ſay preciſely, 
what they mean. Beſides, there ig. in two or 
three of them, an Expreſſion, which as he 
French Language won't bear, ſo we bave by 94-4 '1| 
Experience reaſon; to look upon it as a Jeſt 
the month.of a HFanch Miniſter, and that! is * F 
en kak they * * to, ime 


* out 


£2 


out of mind. n This Argament perh PS ma 4 y 
fame be thought to make againſt — LID 
be ſaid that the more ambiguous and preyarica- 
ting the Articles are, the more likely are they 
to be genuine: tis agreeable to the Character 
; of the Hench, and to what they have taught us 
do expect from them. True, tis no ſtrange thing 
| 
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in a French Miniſter to ſhuffle and preyaricate, 
and make uſe of obſcure, doubtful, or uncertain 
Terms. A Frenchman, I will allow, is capable of 
offering ſuch Articles; but it would be ſtrange, 
very u in any Evgliſh Miniſters to accept 
them; which. tis pretended they have done: 
and tis for this reaſon I make the Looſeneſy. and 
23 of theſe Articles an Argument of 
their being ſparious. For Propoſals that have a 
Senſe ſo very indeterminate, are Propoſals of no- 
thing, and conſequently in eſſect no Propoſals 
at all; and therefore tis impoſſible, even the old 
My could think ſuch Articles fit to be the 
Foundation of a Treaty of ſo much importance. 
If indeed theſe Articles were propos'd on the 
Part of „ as they are pretended to be on 
the part of France, I ſhould not be at a loſs to 
find an Author for them, or ſuſpect their being 
genuine: but I muſt beg leave to ſay, we have 
8 Mmiftry too well skilf'd- in the Arts of Lan- 
Fal and the Power of Words, to be ſo ſname- 
fully impos d on by a much abler Man, than I 

tanke the Manager of theſe Articles to be. 
ITheſe Prejudices which aroſe in my mind a- 
gainſt theſe Preliminaries upon the firſt View of 
them, made me throw them aſide, as not de- 
ſerving any manner of regard; nor ſhould I ever 
have taken them into my hands again, if the 
Enemies of the M — did not make ſo much 
noiſe about them. They are the Subject that fills 
all places; one can go no where, but one 2 
ome 
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ſome Paper or other writ againſt them; and 
the Party triumph in their Succeſs againſt this 
Shadow of a Treaty. This made me reſolve 


to look upon theſe Articles once again, which 


1 never thought to do, and to conſider them 


a little more particularly; and I can't but ſay, 
that the more I look upon them, the more 1 
am confirm'd in my Opinion, that a Man muſt 
be very partial, and have thrown off all Eſ- 
teem for the M — „before he can be- 
lieve them genuine. For firſt, what Reader is 
there can n the prodigious diffe- 
rence there is between theſe nem Preliminaries and 
the old ones? And how can any Man, that ſees 
the difference, think it poſſible for any French 
Miniſter to have impudence enough to offer ſuch 
trifling ſtuff, or for any Engliſh one to agree to, 
or be at all ſatisfy'd with it? If any new Pre- 
liminaries are agreed on, we may be ſure the 
Treaty about them was feſum'd upon the foot of 
the old ones; and every body knows, the French 
King has over and over, and in the moſt ſolemn 
manner declar'd, he was ready to conſent to 
all but the 37th; and the Conferences at Ger- 
tridenburgh were held for nothing ele but to 
find an Equivalent for that ſingle Article: And 


conſequently, whatever gem Preliminaries are a- 


greed to, they can differ from the c ones, only 


dy ſuch Alterations as the Change of that ſingle 


Article can make neceſlary. In ſtiort, - every 


thing but what affects the manner of evacuating 


Spin, ſhould ſtand as it did. And ſince this is 
what France has never diſputed from the time the 
firſt Articles were form'd, tis inconceivable that 


France ſnould nom ask us to give up Points ſhe 


has hitherto conſented to, or that an "Engliſh 


My ſhould give them up without asking. 
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*Tis. therefore a Principle with me I can't de- 
part from, that no Preliminaries can be the true 
ones, that don't intirely agree with the ald ones, 
except in what relates to. the Evacuation of the 
Spaniſh Monarchy ;, and for that reaſon I can ne- 
yer believe, thoſe that go about the Town are 
genuine. For they are ſo far from agreeing with 
the old ones in all Points but one, that there is 
no one Point in which they are intirely alike; as 
every body's Memory will tell him, without being 
at the trouble to* compare them, Theſe new 
Articles are ſo far from being form'd upon the 
old ones, that they unhinge them all at once; and 
all the Steps that have been taken abroad to- 
3 wards a Peace, are as effectually undone as if they 
never had been made, In the old Articles the 
Allies knew what they might depend on; Holland 
and the Empire, not to mention the others, had 
cheir Barriers ſettled in full and clear Terms 
that could admit of no Diſpute or Equivocation : 
but if we look for any thing like this in the new 
Articles, we ſhall look in vain. Inſtead of ſuch 
and ſuch ſtrong Towns expreſs'd by name with 
their Diſt ricts and Dependencies, they have now 
paum?*d upon us a few indiſtin& words, that no 
Man living can make any ſenſe of. The Dutch 
are told, they ſhall be put, inſtead of Liſle, Tour- 
nay, and twenty or thirty other places named in 
the old Preliminaries, into the poſſeſſion of the for- 
tify'd Places which ſhal be mention'd in the Ne- 
therlands, to ſerve hereafter for a Barrier. Have 
the Dutch at a vaſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure 
actually got poſſeſſion of a good Barrier, and 
muſt they now depend only upon ſuch a Barrier, 
as ſhall he mention d? Which words are ſo like 
nothing, that there is nothing like them; ex- 
cept what follows in the next Article, That a 
repre aud convenient Barrier ſhould be form'd = 
1 wo he 
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the Empire and the Houſe of Auſtria To tell 
them they ſhall have Briſac and Strasburgh, and 
other places ia Alſace, and that the French Forts 
upon the Rhine ſhall be demoliſh'd, is very in- 
telligible: but to talk of 4 ſecure and convenient 
Barrier, is talking in the air, and ſaying no- 
thing, Pm ſure from ſuch Articles no body can 
tell what the HFeuch will Gonſent' to; but it is 
plain they intend that Holand and the Empire 
Mall always lie at their mercy, and be in danger 
of being over- run by a ſuddeh Invaſion, as ſoon 
us they ſhall have leifure or be in humour to ex- 
tend their Conqueſts. n 

What Handers and the Circles upon the Upper 
Rhine have ſuſſer'd for theſe laſt forty years from 
France, is not to be expreſs'd. No one, who has 
an image'of the Barbarity of French Ambition, 


can think of it without horrour. And if they 2 


have no better Barrier than they have had hi- 
therto, they will be ſtill expos'd to the ſame Ca- 
lamities as before, after all they have fuffer'd in 
this War to purchaſe ſome Security for the fu. 
ture. The Four Aſſociated Circles eſpecially will 
be ſo expos'd, upon whom all the Weight almoſt 
of the German War has fallen; and their ＋ * 
is ſuch, that they have ſuffer'd almoſt as mach 
from Friends as Enemies, Nay, without the Bar- 
rĩer for the Empire ſettled in the old Prelimi - 
naries, which is the leaſt they can poſſibly be 
contented with, theſe poor Circles will be not 
only in as bad, but a worſe ſtate than before; 
which yet can hardly be. For by theſe Articles 
tis evident the Elector of Bavaria is to be re- 
ſtor d, with his Brother of Colegn, to all they 
were before poſſefs d of: for , no doubt, 
are included, or rather particularly meant, b. 
thoſe general words in che third Article, That 
the King's Imemion ic mh ul 'the Furnes nx 
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in the preſent War, wit hout excepting any of them, 
may find their reaſonable Satisfattion in the Treaty 


which ſhall be made. Do but look now into a Map, 


and ſee the miſerable Situation of theſe poor 
Circles, hemm'd in between two Frenchi/y'4 
Electors and the French Territories. Look into 
ſome Maps of the Palatinate, all in flames, be- 
cauſe they would not join with France, or agree 
to a Neitrality. *Tis ſaid that Barbarous Prince 


never wept but twice; and once was upon a Re- 


preſentation of this unparallel'd Inſtance of his 
own Cruelty. Whoever conſiders the unhappy 
Situation of theſe Circles, and ſees what they have 
already ſuffer'd, muſt want common Humanity, 


to deny them a good Barrier; or common Senſe, 


to think they can be ſafe without one, But that 
| tis not they only will be the Suf-, 
ferers, by being expos'd to the Ambition of 


France, tho that muſt very ſenſibly move a Man 


who has any Good-Nature, eſpecially conſidering 
the Efforts they have made to ſuſtain the Burden 
of the War, and the ſteddy Courage with which 


they have withſtood all the Sollicitations of France 


to come into a Neutrality + but that, 1 ſay, is 
not all; the Miſchief will reach a great deal 
farther. If theſe miſerable People are neglected 


in this Treaty, they will have no heart left; 
they will in deſpair ſubmit to any Terms France 
| ſhall impoſe, without any Power of Reſiſtance; 
or any Proſpect of Relief. To ſubmit to a Neu- 


traliey, will: be the beſt they can do; *twill be 


an Act of Grace in the King of France to admit 
of their Submiſſion upon ſach Terms. If he will 


give Suabia and Franconia to the Elector of Ba- 


Lee, to indemnify him for the great Loſſes he 
bas ſuſtain'd this War in his Service; I dog's 


ſee, how they can at all help themſelves. But 


it he flioutd not be fo hard with them, tral 15 
is ** — 
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only oblige them to ſubmit to a Neutrality, what 
do we think will be the Conſequence of that? 
Won't the French King by that means be able. 
without any oppoſition to carry his Arms into 
the Heart of the Empire? Will he not be able 
to invade the Auſtrian Territories, and drive the *? 
Emperor from his Throne, before any body is in 
condition to lift up a Hand againſt him? Let 
us but remember, how near this Danger came 
the ſecond Year of this War, upon the Elector 
of Bavaria's going into the French Intereſt, The 
Houſe of Auſtria were in one Campaign brought 
upon the brink of Ruin, and the Emperor was 
| almoſt forc'd to retire from Vienna, upon the | 
ITreachery of one Elector; and that tho the Con- 
federacy was then form'd, and France had work 
enough for their Arms in other parts: and yet 
had not the Duke of Marlborough made the March 
to Germ um, and won the Battel of Blenheim, the 
| Emperor could not poſſibly have ſurviv'd, no not 
fl a few months, the Storm that then threaten'd 
him. The Elector of Bavaria had been lon 
ſince in the Imperial Throne, and had govern” 
Germany for the King of France, as his Grandſon 
| now does Spain: This had been then without a 
Turn that muſt not be again expected, and will 
certainly be one time or other, whenever France 
has a mind to it, the Conſequence of leaving the 
Empire without a good Barrier. When the Con- 
federacy is broke, and France is diſengag'd from 
their other Enemies, tis but the work of a ſin- 
gle Campaign; and the buſineſs may be done, be- 
fore any new Alliance can be form'd or brought ' 
to act. This, from what has been, we may be 
ye will be; and then the long-labour'd Univer- 
ſal Monarchy is gain'd, beyond the Power not 
only of England, ; of Europe, to diſpute I 
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What now can be more unjuſt in it ſelf, more 
cruel to a brave but miſerable People, more pre- 
judicial to the Houſe of Auſtria, more fatal to 
the Empere, or more ſurely deſtructive of the 
Liberty of Europe, than to leave the Empire 
without a tolerable Barrier? And yet if weare 
to judg by theſe Articles, *tis evident that is 
the Delign ; For if a good Barrier be intended, 
why is it not nam d? Why don't they in expreſs 
words ſay ſo? Why don't they make the Minds 


of our German Allies as eaſy as they can, and tell 


them what they will do for them? Does any 


body ſay leſs kind things, when they are able to 
Do we ſuff 


y more? Do we ſuffer our Friends to conti- 
nue under an Alarm, when we can remove their 


| Fears, by ſpeaking plain? No body acts at this 


I 


wild rate : If theſe Articles tell them they ſhall 
have a ſecure and convenient Barrier; ſecure and con- 


. venient, we may be * is all they have to tell 


them. This is in lieu of other good Securities: 
They are to have words inſtead of things; the 
words of a French Agent, which they know are 
never to be depended on, except when they . 
threaten from the Immortal Man Ruin and De- 
ENTS & A 
Will any body now believe an Engliſh Mm— 

is ſo devoted A the Intereſt of ; 4 2b as to 
agree to Articles To repugnant to Honour, Juſ- 
tice, and Humanity, to all Truth and Good 
Faith, to the Safety of the Empire, and the Li- 
berty of Europe ? . theſe Points they are by 


che Grand Alliance oblig'd to take the greateſt 


care of, and to make no Peace without ſecuring 


them. And accordingly in the Negotiations on 
I the other ſide the water, a juſt Concern was 


thewn fer them, and a good Barrier provided. 


a And 'tis aſtoniſhing to ſee any thing call'd a Pre- 
n Treaty ſtart up now, in which Id eſſen- 


* 


tial a Part of a good Peace is left out, and no- 
thing but two or three looſe words ſubſtituted 

* In the room of it. Can this be the work of an 

_ Eneliſh M——y, of the New M——y, the beſt 
and wiſeſt this Nation was ever bleſs'd with? 
Others may believe this if they will, I never ſhall 
without having the worſt Opinion of them. 1 
But perhaps the Diſtance of the Empire, the FF 
Remoteneſs of the Danger, what we hear of thge 
low Condition Fance is in, and the Inability of 
drawing Conſequences, may make ſome People 
ſuſpect much leſs miſchief in this Article than 
there really is. Let them therefore try their 
Thoughts upon a Subject nearer home, and ſee, 1 

it they can think there is any Juſtice, or Honour, 
or Safety in the preceding Article which relates 
to the Dutch Barrier; which, inſtead of what 
has been agreed to by all Parties, and by Eng- Þ# 
tend in particular, is now, we are told, to con- 
ſiſt of ſuch places as ſhall be mention d. What 
can be more Plainly telling the Dutch, that they 
ſhall not have what has been meation'd? No- 
thing is ſo certain as that what ſhall be mention d, 
will be different from what has been mention'd 
tho no body who is not in the Secret, can tell | 
how great that Difference may be: But that it 

will be to thedifadvantage of the Dutch, our Good 
and Great, and moſt Faithful Allies, and for the 
Service of the Common Enemy, an Enemy whom {| 
nothing can ſatisfy but the Ruin of us both; | 
this there can't be the leaſt doubt of from theſe 
Preliminaries. The old Frontier of the Nether- | 
lands is ſo very inſufficient, that a Man muſt be 
a ſtranger to all that has paſt in Europe for theſe | 
fifty years, to think it ean be depended on; and 
yet even that is more than the French Ning can | 
at preſent engage they ſhall have, ſince he has 

given Nau and Charteroy, with Laxcmburgh | 
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Elector of Bavaria, and by that means put it as 


much out of his power to give the Allies the 


Towns in Flanders yet unconquer'd. 
But if this Difficulty could be overcome, which 


it can't be any other way than by the Reſto- 
ration of the Elector, which there was reaſon to 


hope the Allies would. never conſent to, but up- 
on ſome valuable Conſiderations in favour of the 
poor Duke of Lorain, whoſe Protection is of 
the greateſt Conſequence to the Intereſt of the 
Common Cauſe ! Suppoſe, I fay, this Difficulty 
were overcome, and France could give the ſame 
Barrier for the Netherlands they had before, tis 
no manner of Security to them, that they ſhall 
not be over-run, whenever France ſhall have a 
mind to it: And that we may be ſure they can 
never want, if we conſider, that the Acquiſition 
of Flanders is one great Point, which has been 
always at the bottom of the French King's De- 
ſigns, and which is a View nothing has ever 
made him loſe ſight of. *Twauld make a Hiſto- 
ry to repeat all that France has endeayour'd to 


_ compaſs this Deſign, ever ſince the Treaty of 


Munſter ;, and nothing can effeQually defeat this 
Deſign, but giving the Dutch a good Barrier, 


hic the French have ſubmitted to in the Old 
Preliminaries. But if we may credit the new 


ones, they have found the way to get off of that 
Engagement ; and what Additions they will 
pleaſe to make to the old Barrier, we are left 
to gueſs from very general words, from which 
nothing can be concluded, but that they ſhall 
not have what they were to have had before, 
This is very unjuſt in it ſelf, being directly con- 
trary to the fandamental Articles of the Grand 


Alliance; by which it appears, that a good Bar- 


rier for the Netherlands was one of the capital 
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and the whole Netherlands, in Sovereignty to the 


(14) 
Points, for the ſake of which both they and we 
Went into the War, And what makes this Ar- 
Kee not only unjaſt but abfurd, is, that a good 
arrier does not at all depend upon the pleaſure 
of the French; *tis already purchas'd, and that 
at a vaſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure; and 
hey are actually in polleſſion of what they would 
ave, ot at leaſt of the moſt eſkatial Parts; and 
theſe moſt be given up to France, if theſe Arti- 
Jes are to take place: for were it intended they 
onld- keep what they have got, no doubt it 
would have been expreſs'd. What now can be 
fnore extravagant, than to go into a moſt ex- 
Rab War to get a good Barrier, to ſucceed in 
his War, and acquire by the Sword the Barrier 
| ou. want ; and then, for no body knows what 
| Tteafon; to give up what you have been ſo Jorg 
| fightiog for? Shall the Dutch be turn'd out of the 
| ns, that are the Price of their Blood 
| Ind ela 7 And ſhall a Son of France keep 
oficifion of a vaſt e that coſt him no- 
| thing; and which he has no better Title to than 


Nhat the vileſt Treachery and Perjury can give? 

un Articles be genuine that ſpeak theſe things? 

is impoſſible ! If Faith and Juſtice did not in 

| the ſtrickeſt manner oblige us to inſiſt on a good 
| Barrier for the Dutch, the brave and honourable 
| Part they have acted in this War, and the great 
E Negara they have had to the Intereſt of England, 

izhly deſerves it of us; tis the leaſt that in 

ie we cin do for them. For a Man that 

s ät all acquainted with the nature of their Go⸗ 
v@:Liveht; and bow idtirely they fubſiſt by Com- 
cite; needs not be told, that in their Inclina- 
tis ss il ey caa never be averſe to Peace, tis their 
f ttereſt ts keep but of War as much as poſſible; 
1 17 Weed the necellity of Affairs has brought. 
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en ht it, they are always ſtudying to put an 
: 3 i ene 


RE... 
I end to it as ſoon as they can, This is evidently 
3 their Intereſt, and the Spirit of their Goyern- 
ment: This has conſtantly been their practice in 
all former Wars; and their great Propenſity to 
Peace has made them, on ſeveral occaſions, in 
too much haſte for it, which France has made 
Advantage of: and there is nothing we have had 
more reaſon to fear, than that the Length and 
Expence of this War would tire out their Pa- 
tience, and hinder them from purſuing it with 
Vigour, till the Ends of the Grand Alliance 
could be obtain'd. | | 
But all our Fears of this kind have prov'd 
groundleſs, to the great Surprize of their Friends 
as well as of the common Enemy: They have out- 
done themſelves, and all that was expected from 
them; they have ſhewn ſuch a Firmneſs, as they 
never did before ſince they were a State, and 
robably never will again, if theſe are to be the 
Fruits of it. They have acted with a Spirit a- 
bove all private Views, and rejected with Diſ- 
dain all Temptations to come into ſeparate 
Meaſures. There is nothing France would not 
have given them many years ſince to break with 
their Allies; they might have had any Barrier, 
and Commerce ſettled upon what Terms they 
would: and no body ever thought them very 
much concern'd for the Reſtitution of Spain and 
the Indies. „ 
All this is notoriouſly known, and a Man muſt 
be an utter ſtranger to Affairs to make the leaſt 
queſtion of this: And yet what a noble Part 
have they acted? Who could have expected ſo 
ſteddy, ſo generous, ſo diſintereſted a Conduct, 
ſuch a punctual and exact Adherence to their 
Allies as they have ſhewn? They have been deaf 
to the moſt ſpecious Offers, have declin'd all ſe- 
n wenden ang r thing that , 
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the leaſt Umbrage to their Friends; they have ta- 
ken no Steps but in concert with them, all has 
been above-board with the moſt perfect Honour 
and Iu | 
' ſting Safety but in good Alliances; and that no- 
thing can effectually ſecure them the Aſſiſtance of 
new ones, when they ſhall be wanted, bat a 
faithfol and juſt Adherence to the old ones. 
They judg'd that no Terms France could give, 
can be fo truly for their Intereſt, as to culti- 
vate a perfect good Underſtanding with England. 
For the ſake of this they have refus'd all Offers 
of Peace, in which England could not find their 
particular Advantage; reſoly'd, it ſeems, fo 
ſtand and fall together. Sx 
This is the noble Firmneſs they have ſhewn; 
this the great and tender Regard. they have had 
to the latereſt of England. Behold now their Re- 


ward ! Theſe brave and faithful Allies are to be 


facrified, to no body knows what latereſt; their 
Adherence to us, and Rejection of all private 
Offers, is made Matter of Reproach. They 
who might have had any thing they would ask, 
if they would have been' falſe, are to have no- 
thing, becauſe they are true: we'deſert them, 
becauſe they would not deſert us; and the Re- 
 compence they are to have for preferting the 
common Good to any private Views, I may fay 
the Good of England to any ſeparate Good of 


their own, is to be given up to France, We in 


effect tell them, they have loſt their Oppor- 
tunity, that they ſhould have taken care of them- 
ſelves in time, and that they muſt now be con- 

tent with what France will give, and 'that we 
may be ſore will be little enough; for, beſides 
all other Reaſons, they don't ſcruple to tell us, 


that France is offended with their Treatment of 
their Miniſters, that is in truth, with their firm 
1 | YR Adherence 


tegrity. They wiſely judg'd there was no 
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Adherence to their Allies: and the worſe they 
ſtand with France, the better Quarter this ia all 
reaſon. ſhould procure them with their Friends, 
But if they have no Security except in theſe Preli- 
minaries, they have little to hope for from them: 
for what they promiſe in theſe Articles is very 
PEE z and as little as People promiſe, the Per- 
ormance generally is ſtill leſs. So that they 
have reaſon ta fear they ſhall be upon much the 
ſame foot they have been hitherto z and that will 
_ expoſe them to perpetual, Wars, and perpetual 
Wars maſt needs end in the Ruin of their State. 
What now can be more diſhonourable for Exg- 
land, than to uſe in this ungrateful manner ſuch 
good Allies, who bave been fo faithful to us, 
and who deſerve the greateſt regard that can poſ- 
fibly be ſhewn to them? Have we no Senſe of 
Gratitude and Honour ? Let us at leaſt have ſome 
regard to our own Safety; for ſafe we can't be 
while we leave them in danger: our Fate, in 
ſpite of all that can be aid, is inevitably in- 
volv'd in theirs ; they are our Fence and Bar- 
rier, and whenever they are over- run, or made 
a Province to France, Unhappy England, from 
that Moment take leave of thy Religion, Li- 
berty and Commerce; thy Ruin is as iafallible 
as if it were now at thy Doors: For if England 
with Holland is not a Match for France, What is 
it we can do without them? But this is not all, 
our Intereſt is particularly affected by what af- 
fects their Barrier; for by the ſame Treaty that. 
we engage to maintain their Barrier, they reci- 
A engage to maintain our Succeſſion; a 
Point every Engliſuman muſt be heartily concern dd 
for, and which no body can think can be tos 
well ſecur?d, who conſiders the evil Spirit that 
diſco vers it ſelf in the North part of Greats: 
_ Britain, and which 1 3 about ſo much ws ; 


ther parts, as to give juſt Apprehenſions to all 
who have the Proteſtant Succeſſion at Heart, 
aud are thorowly-concern'd for the great Points 
that depend upon it. But if this Treaty be 
deſtroy?d, a great Security will be remoy'd, and 
that will encourage the Pretender's Friends to 
take Heart, and think they ſhall now baye a 
good Game of it, when they are to act againſt 
2 People diveſted of all uſeful. Alliances, and 
divided amongſt themſelves. Thus, whether we 
confider the natural Conſequence of diſtre 
the Dutch, by forcing them to ſubmit to a w 
Barrier, or the particular Treaty by which we 
ave ingag'd our ſelves to maintain them in the 
Poſſeſſion of a good one, our Safety is too cloſe- 
1y interwoven with theirs, to be ſeparated from 
it, had one Fate will in the Event be the Fate 
But if breaking in upon the Durch Barrier be 
ſo very contrary to Juſtice, and Honour, and 
our own Intereſt”; a Man muſt allow, the Ar- 
ticles that do it cannot be genuin, or he muſt 


have ſtrange Notions of the new M-, and 


think worſe of them than their greateſt Ene - 
mies have ever pretended to do yet. _ _ 
Bot there is ſtill ſomething more ſcandalous 
in theſe Articles with relation to the Durch, 
and which enn makes it ſtill more in- 
credible that they can be true Articles; and 
that is, the Preliminary about the Demoliſhing 
of Dunkirk, which I take to be the groſſeſt Fic- 
tion that ever was invented, and muſt open the 


Eyes of all that are not obſtinately blind; far 


tis ſo bare-facd, as to admit of no Colour or 
Diſguiſe. Dunlirk ſhall be demoliſh'd, upon con- 
dition that a, proper Equivalent, that may con- 
tent the French King, be given him. A Man 
that bas heard any thing of. the old Prelimina- 
ries, muſt be ſtrangely Meptiz to ſee * a 
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Condition annext to this Articte, which til now 
the French King has never pretended to ask, ſince 
that Article was firſt agreed. What a Myſtery 
is this, that Things which were before unexcep- 
tionably agreed to, muſt now either not be done, 
or done upon condition of giving an Equivalent, 
and that Equivalent ſuch as ſhall content him ? 
and who can tell what that will be? A Man 
that engages to do a thing upon no other Terms 
bat ſuch as ſhall be to his Satisfaction, will ei- 
ther not do it, or be well paid for it, and will 
take that part of the. Alternative he has moſt 
mind to. But to make this Article more a 
Jeſt, and inſult the Durch in the openeſt man- 
ner poſſible, we are told, that England can't 
give the Equivalent, and therefore there- 
fore what ? why, it ſhou'd be; and therefore 
Holland ſhall. But inſtead of ſaying fo in di- 
rect Words, which is moſt certainly their Mea- 
ning, they chooſe to expreſs themſelves thus, 
that the Diſcuſſion of it ſhall be referr'd to the 
Conferences to be held for the Peace. Now 
what is the -natural Senſe of theſe Words? We 
will in the Conferences diſcuſs this Point, what 
uivalent ſhall be given to France for Dunkirk. 
Well, this Equivalent will be found, or *twill 
not: if not, then Da»krk is not to be demo- 
liſn'd; if it be found, it muſt be found with the 
Dutch; for the Article declares England can't 
give it. Is not this now a pretty Story? Mult 
not Holland like mightily to be told, that they 
- ſhall be oblig'd to give up a good part of the 
Barrier, Lille, and Tourney. ſuppoſe, Places upon 
which their Security ſo much depends, to pur- 
chaſe a Security for the Engliſh Trade ? Do we 
deſerve ſo well of them, as to expect they 
ſhould eafily conſent to this? or can We have 
the Face to ask it of them, when the great 
8 0 2 Regard 
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6 have had for us is ſo ill reward- 


Regard th rd- 
ed Y And if they could be Fools enough to con- 


ſent. to a reaſonable Equivalent for Dunkirk, are 
the French Fools enough to think that rea ſonable 
which we ſhall be apt to think is? I can't but 
fear. theſe two very ill Conſequences of this 
Article: frſt, That the French will have Intereſt 
enough to put off the Dutch with a leſs Bar- 
rier than they ought -to have, under a Pre- 
tence of demoliſhing Dankirk; and when that 
Point is gain'd, that one Stone of it will never 
be thrown down. If we conſider either the Im- 
Portance of the Place, or the conſtant Practice 
of the French in the Execution of all their Trea- 
ties for half an Age, we muſt own theſe are 
very Probable Saſpicions, tho not certain ones. 
So ſhall we diſoblige the Durch to the laſt de- 
in complement to France, and gain nothing 
y It our ſelves. This is all we are like to get by 
confounding the Dutch Barrier, which is the ma- 
nifeſt Intention of theſe Articles; in which there 
is ſo much Folly as well as Injuſtice and Ingra- 
titude, that I ſnould think no M that could 
de pick d in all Exgland, except prafeſt Jacobites, 
could ever be capable of giving their Conſent 
to them. I. muſt therefore defire to be excus'd, 
if I cannot believe ſuch things of thoſe, who 
| have at preſent the Adminiſtration of Affairs. 
Thus il, according to theſe Articles, tis like 
to fare with Holland and the Empire. And the 
"Jeſt goes round; for if we look well into them, 
we ſhall find as little Proviſion made for our- 
ſelves ; for what is it we are promis'd in We 
_ firſt Article, but that he will acknowledg the 
Queen, and alſo the Succeſſion according to the 
preſent Settlement, without a Word of the Pro- 
_ reſtant Line, or of our Acts of Parliament? 
A mighty Favour indeed, for which we ate much 
ä 1 


1 (21y ö . 
oblig d to him! But won't he acknowledg the 
Pretender alſo ia the ſame Quality? Won't he 
ſupport his Pretenſions when ?tis for his Ser- 
vice? Will he ſend him out of his Dominians, 
and take away, all occaſion. of Jealouſy on that 
ſide ? This was promiſed very fully in the old 
Preliminaries, but in the new ones there is not 
a Word it! And what can be the Meaning of 
this? Did not the Engliſh M-—rs deſire. it? or 
did Mr. Meſnager refuls it? Can we ſuppoſe the 
firſt guilty of ſo great a Neglect, or that 'tis 
omitted for any other reaſon, but becauſe tis not 
intended to be comply'd with? And if that be 
the Truth of the matter, what a fine caſe will 
theſe Articles put us into? If the Pretender's 
Return be the Point in view, no wonder 
the Barrier Treaty is confounded, by which, as 
I have already obſerved, the Durch are engaged 
to aſſiſt us in maintaining the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion. 3 1 8 
Next to the Succeſſion, the other great Point 
England is concern'd for, is their Trade: Let 
us fee now what Care theſe Articles take of 
that; why truly, The King's Intention is, that 
Commerce may be re-eſtabliſh'd and. maintain'd for 
the ſuture, to the Advantage of Great-Britain, of 
Holland, and of the other Nations who bave been 
accuſtomed to exerciſe Commerce. A very gra- 
cious Intention, this! We are told Commerce 
ſhall be re-eſtabliſh'd. aud maintaiq'd :; _ theſe 
Words ſay nothing elſe, but that Commerce 
ſhall, at the end of the War, be put upon the 
ſame foot it was upon before the War began: 
and what could we expect leſs, if the War had 
deen as much agaiaſt us as it has been for us? 
All the Trade he could hinder us of, is the Trade 
with his own Kingdom, or with Spain; the fir 
we had little of before the War began, and 
| we 


"tad q when they come to us, and our own Trade and Li- 
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we ſhall have leſs of the ſecond, if we have no- 
thing but his Word to depend upon. We are 
ſure he has been long ſtudying to turn the Stream 
of the Spaniſh Trade another way; and as long as 
his Grandſon is in poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Mo- | 
narchy, we can't hope it ſhould be otherwiſe. 
But the latter part of this Article deſerves our 
particular Attention, and ſhews us plainly what 
we are to expect: To Great Britain and Holland is 
added other Nations who have been accuſtom'd to 
exerciſe Commerce. What Nations does an 
body think are here meant? Can they be any 
other than France and Spain? What then can be 
. of theſe words, but that the French 


will exerci 


Commerce where, and with whom, 
and upon what Terms they pleaſe? And there 
is our Spaniſh and Weſt-India Trade loſt in a few 
words. Is this the Language of the old Preli- 
minaries? No, far from it; there tis expreſly 
caution'd that Fance ſhall not trade to the Sp 
niht West- Indies upon any pretence whatever, nor 
have any Settlements in any part of thoſe Do- 
minions. This was a great and real Security to 
dur Trade, but in the new Articles tis all taken 
away, and we muſt take what France will pleaſe 
to give us, and hold it at their pleaſure. This 
s all we can expect from theſe Articles in a point 
upon which the Strength and Riches of the Na- 
e 
But do not theſe things ſhock us? Don't we 
begin to ſuſpect the Genuineneſs of Articles that 
are fo very ſcandalous? If the Danger of Hol- 
land and the Empire won't affect us, have we 
no concern for poor England ? If we are infep- - 
Able of the Calamities which an ill Peace will 
"expoſe our Allies to, are we void of all regard 
to our own Safety? Don't theſe Evils touch us, 


1 


berty, 


B 
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ber ty, with every thing elſe that is dear to us, 
is oo ſtake ? if we have any ſenſe. of theſe 
things, we muſt ſee they are the neceſſary Con- 
ſequences of theſe Articles, and ſo obyious that 
a wiſe M——y can't but ſee them all; and there- 
fore no Man who has the leaſt Eſteem for the 
preſent M—— , can ſuppoſe they have agreed 
In ſhort, whoever conſiders theſe Articles im- 
partially, muſt own that nothing can be more 
contrary to the former Preliminaries, the chief 
Articles of the Grand Alliance, the Aſſurances 
which the Friends of the new M——y have all 
along given us, or to the only authentick Ac- 
count we have of what has paſt in the late Ne- 
otiations: The New Fourny to Paris, is the Piece 
mean; for every thing we know of theſe Tranſ- 


actions, but what we have in that admirable 


Hiſtory, is convey'd to the World thro the 
hands of Abel, the moſt profligate Writer even 


of this Age, and therefore nothing we find in 


his Papers can be depended on; for tis impoſſi- 
ble any M——y would chuſe to convey things 
to the People by ſo infamous a Hand, which is 
enough to bring a diſcredit, upon any thing that 
paſſes thro it. Now in the Journy to Paris, 
which is a maſterly Performance, we are made 
to hope for other ſort of things than we find in 
theſe Articles: there Monſieur Matthems is over- 


heard to ſay with Reſolution TOUT 0 


RIEN;. All, Sir, 2 But if we give 
credit to theſe Articles, this Reſolution ew 
ve way, and a ſhort. Deciſion is made: The 
ing has given us of his great Goodneſs all the 


latter part of the Alternative, and we have 


without difficulty accepted it: that is, the King 
has taken the Al, and left us juſt nothing; which 


is direQly contrary. to all the Aſſurances the 


F riends 
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Friends of the New M y have all along given 
us. For to make us eaſy in the Change, which 
many of us did not like at firſt, becauſe: *twas 
new, they told us in all their Pamphlets that the 
new K——y would take care to procure better 
Terms for all the Allies in general than the old 
ones had done, and particularly that more re- 
gard would be had to the trading Intereſt of Exg- 
fand. But how ſhall thoſe Aſſurances be .recon- 
cil'd with theſe Articles? Either theſe Writers, 
if they were fincere, did not know what they 


. Maid, or the M—rs are ſtrangely alter'd ſince, 


or theſe Articles muſt be falſe: but there is no 
toom to ſuppoſe the firſt. *Tis plain thoſe Wri- 
ters were too well acquainted with the Mrs 
to miſtake their Seuſs: and I have never heard, 
nor | believe any body elſe, that the My had 
in ſo ſhort a time chang'd their Scheme, nor has 
any ill Torn of Affairs abroad forc'd them to it: 
and therefore. I conclude, they intend as good a 
Peace for us as ever, and conſequently that theſe 
Articles are ſcandalous and falſe; which are n 
leſs contrary to the fundamental Articles of the 
Grand Alliance, than to the Aſſurances laſt men- 
tion d. But this and their Inconſiſtency with the 
old Preliminaries is ſo well and plainly ſhewn in 
à little Pamphlet, call'd, Remarks on the Prelimi- 
nary Articles, that I fhall not ſpend any time in 
_ repeating what is. ſaid there: 1 ſhall rather ob- 
ſerve, as-a further Prejudice againit the Autho- 
rity of theſe Preliminaries, ' a ſtrange Omiſſioa 
TL 1 
Tbe great difficulty in the old Preliminaries, 
was the finding an Expedient for the 37th Arti- 
de; the Evacuation of the Spi Monarchy be- 
ing the 1255 Point for which we went into the 
War, and upon which the Safety of us and our 
Allies moſt depends; to ſaj nothing of the Wight 
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of the Heuſt of ae „ which we urt engag d 
c ſupport them in. This being the Point upon 
-whith' rheofdfmer' Canferendss* broke ff; not 
whether Such and the I Would be eracuated 
_— "for that Nance did-Hot- diſpute,” put how 
Seeder, of that Article ' migkti be moſt 


— y ſecurid ; one Would have expected to 
Have foühdſome Solution of Mis great Piffculty 
Ft the new Preliminaries? but inſtead” of an 
P.ypeticht for £6 important à Point, ot an BE 
Xbrity: for the Performatice-of it, tis quite Hope ; 
Abd did we remember nothing ef the former Ne- 
«potiations; we” Thonld: from theſe Articles cofl- 
Aude, this Rad not been rhentivar'd in chem; nor 
Jai the eat tive ſuſpected that the EvacudtiofH öf 
the Spandſp Monerehf was any part of the Diſ- 
ute. For all that * ticles fy; Is, that 
ror will conſemt to the takigg of all Joſt and 
Yeaſondble Meaſures, that the t 0' Orowis' may 
ver be unltedion the Head o Ahe ſame Prince. 
band res e are ſafe words and from what 
ths French hive ſaid' to maintain the Nüllity of 
the Renunci ation their King hHimſelf made of. the 
pariſh Crow}! we may be Tore if the 2 
in, or the Bake of Mjr; mould die withour 
Children, that ih that caf 101 Meaſutes co inder 
the Uaiolliof the Crowns would be thought Faſt 
und reaſßnable: for if any thing of Mat kind 
can be jauſt auc reaſonable,” the Renne felem was- 
10; aud if the- Renundatibn was not Juſt; the 
Wir of Man t invent nothing which we can be 
ſure Fr ants 11/thiak/ſo,/ or rather whiel! we are 
nor ſure Fun will not think ſo. Tis not in 
the power{sf7 Treaties, LVS r Oaths, to tie up 
bd whotiftheSolem. nities 6f that Rendneiatioh 
| hn ae he Bind. And therefore to talk of taking 
rtafbonable Mea fures, is ſaying nothing at 


wn, ho ir that point cold be ſecur d, hat — 
D W 


refuſe chem nothing: 
reaſon, in the world to think, he is under the 
port him on his Throne. 
of Payment won't. come? No, let us de 
vantageous Branches of Trade, and perhaps ſome 
will be conceal'd or . at preſent, becauſe 
made, and he is ſettled in his Government, then 
medies are too late, what a 


* after a few years n will de at leiſure 
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ve the better ſot it? While a Son ef France 
is on the Spaniſh Throne, the , 
Penſioners to them: They will not only inſenſi- 


will be but 


bly. iagroſs the Woolley Trade, but the Indies 


will flow in to them. The Duke of Anjox will 


by luclination be led to promote their intereſt; 
and if he were e inclin'd, he is in fo 


belpieſs a Condition, that he muſt be forc d to 


it whether he will or no. France will always 
have that hold upon him, that he will be able to 
belides, there is all the 


ſtricteſt Obligations and Eogagereaty to France, 
for the great expence they have been at to ſup- 


Can am body 
this is all pure, Honour in France or that a 


5 


upon it, he has engag d to France. ma n. ad- 


of their beſt Ports in Spain and the Taler This 


tis convenient to do ſo ; but When a Peace is 


both the Spaniards and we ſhall ſee, when all Re- 
Dependance they 
ate under to Fravce, and what a- dear Bargain 
they have of a French Prince. So that in the 


Event ' ty ill be all one whether the two cg 
be united on the ſame Head or not, as loa 


they are both in the ſame Family. And the 
ſequence with reſpect to our Trade will be ninch 


the ſame in either caſe : it will be the certain 
Ruin of this Nation. But tis poſſible France may 
not be diſpos d to ſtay ſo long; they may not 
have patience to wait the iflue of flow ures, 
han they have quicker: in their hands. When 


Spain is by a * ſettled on a French, Head, the 


do 


> 


to reſume their De 
want 'of 2 
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e to truſt to, but to follow their 

mple? And what can à tame Submiſſion to 
| Frence end in, but the utter Rain of our Reli- 
gon, Trade, and Government? Theſe muſt be 
the unavGidable Conſequences, without ſome 
ange Interpoſtion of Providence, of our ſuf- 
fering Spain and the Indies to continue in Fench 
hands. And is this the Peace we have been fight - 
ing · for? Are theſe the Fruits of a ſucceſsful 
War ? this the Purchaſe of Fifty Millions, and 
of above a Hundred Thouſand of our own Men? 
Can any Englzſbmen be eaſy in this fatal Proſpe& ? 
Can we think an Engliſb M———y can be guilty 


of-intailing ſo much Miſery on us and our Poſte- 
rity ? Shall we not rather think theſe Articles 
an Impoſture only, contriv'd to blacken them, 
than believe them true, or that the preſent 
iving into them 


5 


M are Capable of 
Beſides theſe Arguments againſt the Genuine- 
neſs of theſe Articles taken from the Articles them- 
ſelves, I can't bt take notice, in Vindication of 
the M , of two other great Prejudices that 
lie againſt them: The firſt is, that they have 
never appear d in any Paper publiſh:d' by Au- 
ity; and the other is, that there has never 
7 publiſh'd any tolerable Defence of them. 
per to publiſn them, before they were communi- 
cated to the Allies; yet ſince they are come a- 
broad, and are in every body's hand, tis pro- 
bable, when they were no longer a Secret, the 
M— ts would, if they had been genuine, have 
given us an —_— of them: 1 

.- Ft : 2 they 


perhaps the M——y might not think it pro-— 


they have not done, this muſt be allow d to be 4 
great Preſumption that they gre furious. 

But 1 infiſt: more on the other Prejudice that 
lies againſt them, I mean the poor weak De. 
fences that have been made of them: For ſome? 
of the Friends of the My have been as blind 
as their Enemies, and have been as zealous in 
defending the Preliminaries, as the others have 
been in attacking them, wichout e'er — ns 
whether they are, genuipe or not. But 5 
are theſe Defences, but pitiful Declama tions up- 
on the Miſeries of War ? uponrwhich there is 
not a School boy that can't declame better from 


any Common-place- Book, than all that theſe 


Writers haye advanced. They never ſtate the 
Queſtion, or enter into the Merits of the Cauſe; 
there is not the Shadow of an Argument in all 
they ſay; they lay down no Rules to judg by, 
dont conſider the Deſign! of the War, or what 


ve propoſed by entring into it, or the Obligati · 
ans We are under to our Allies, or what is eſſen- 


tial to à good Peace, ar the Importance tis of 
to the laſting Welfare af the Nation. But theſe 
are things that muſt be inquired/ into and ſtared, 


before they can ſayt a Word to the purpoſe. In 


„ 


is a ſad thing, and brings a. World of Evils 
with it; But Peace, O dear Peace! how ſweet 
art thou! They are ſo ſilly as th think: Peace 
admits of no Epithets, as ſbmebbdy ſays inge- 


ſnortppall they ſay amounts to this, That War 


niouſty of Slavery; that there is na ſuch; ng 
as a bad Peace: you! would thinkiby'their Wri 
rings; that that Expreſſion implys à 'Contradies 


tion. Let peace be: Peace, and withour more 


whether wWe ſnall prefer Peace or War, bu 


azdo tis with thema gaod Peace? They quite 
miſtake the ſtate of the Queſtiopy! whith is not 


ther e ſſyill conti nue tthe War we are in a 17. 
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ne longer, to ſecure a good Peace; or by un- 
ning haſtiſy into an inſecure one, expoſe our 
ſelves to the Danger of a new War four or five 


ſidet d: War is not ſet againſt Peace; but the 
preſent War, Which is in a condition of being 
carryd' on with the greateſt: Proſpect of Suc- 
ceſs, againſt a future War, When the Enemy will. 
have recover'd the Misfor tunes of this, and we 
ſhall neither be able to encounter him ourſelves, 
nor find any ſure Support in dur Allies; which is 
not to be expected, if this War ends no better than 
tis like to do by theſe Articles. Sometimes in- 
deed they endeavour to make us believe that the 
Peace is neceſſury; but how do they prove this? 
Perhaps tis neèceſſary; but for whom-? For 
Peter or John?" But that is not the Queſtion: 
Is it neceſſary for the Nation? Can they prove 
that? Can they ſhew, upon 4 Compariſon, that 
we ſuffer more by the War than the Enemy, or 
are leſs able to carry it on? Tis not. Declama- 
tions on the Miſery of the People will prove 
the Point, it muſt be done by comparing out 
Condition. with that of the Enemies; which is 
a Compariſon not for theif tarn,” they know, 
and therefore they don't meddle with it. AH 
therefore they ſay proves. nothing, but that Wat 
is an evil thing; and if there is any Force in 
their Arguments, we ought upon ho Confdera- 
tion to enter into it. For if any thing be 4 
reaſon for entring into a Wat, there may- be 


tle fame feaſon f contintihg in ie, 8 . 
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have obtain'd what we Wknt, et the E. by 
their + ſaperior Strength force b us to a Perle; 
Which God be thank d is hot ur, Caſe? Ife 
make a ſcandalous Peace (for à Peace may he Nah- 
dalous) welhave nobody elſe to blame, ue reg 
our ſelves into it. And till the been 
ng, theſe 


Years hence. This is the Queſtion to be cou- 


* 


their Arguments, the whole manner of their 
Wri is ſach, as ſhews they are Writers of 
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theſe Articles can ſhew the contrary, all they ſay 


is to no purpoſe. But beſides the Weakneſs of 


a very Jo Form; * L t Sign theſe 
Articles ire not genuin they were, 
may be aſſur d. the ableſt Pens would have — 
pear d in Defence of them; we ſhould have had 
ſomething from the ingenious Writer of the 
Jule ef the Tub, or the excellent Author of the 
Ladle, Subjects much of a ſize with theſe 
noble Articles. Theſe Writers would have. jm. 
us fome Wit from themſelves, tho there 
Reaſon in their Cauſe; _ Colours at leaſt 
would have been found, that with many . might 
have paſſed for Arguments. The Perſons con- 
cern'd would never have left a Matter of fo much 
Importance, to be defended by ſuch dull Wri- 
ters as Abel, or Sir Th. Sp Ni. aud ſome others 
I 2822 _—_ le to do Juſtice to 
one, much leſs to diſguiſe Aft a bad 
a one as this, which wants all 
p that I avention and Art can give. 
thoſe who have hitherto 98 
of it, ſhew they know no- 
matter, nor are able to judg whe- 
ſhould defend the thing or not; but 
or to make their Court, write at 
entures, without conſulting their Printi- 
r receiving their Inſtructions. 
e of them indeed, I mean the Author: of 
— and furious Libel againſt the Duke 
oxgh; called his Vindication, could pre- 
1 a higher Form, and aſſumes the 
Firſt Miniſter ; there are many Marks 
in his lavective, but particularly to- 
end he * We ets n to our 


This 
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get 
11 


thing o of the 
22 
Zeal, or 
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This is an Expreſſion that does not very well 
become an Author in a lower Sphere, and be 
muſt think very greatly of himſelf before ſuch 
an Expreſſion could drop from him. 1 ſhall not 

etend to gueſs at the Author, tho his ridicu- 
ſous and unfair Quotation out of Sir Willem 
Temple might lead one to think of a certain Wri - 
ter, whoſe Religion is ſaid to be equal to his 
Skill in Politicks. But to let that paſs at the end 
of this Pamphlet, the Author ſets forth with all 
his Eloquence the Miſery of the People, and in- 
fers from thence the Neceſſity of a Peace, and 
more than inſinuates, that perhaps they might 
make. a ſeparate one; which puts me in mind of 
a Saying 1 have heard of ſomebody's, That we 
might have a better Pelce than ever was offer'd 
yet, if her Majeſty did not too ſcrupulouſly ad- 
hereto her Alliances : which is a great Commen- 
dation of her Majeſty, but I think not much for 
the Honour of. any body elſe. But whatever 
Peace the Miniſters think fit to make, this Au- 
thor thinks the People may be fully ſatisfy d, 
*rwas the beſt they could obtain. I have I con- 
feſs a very great reſpect for the preſent , 
but can't go the Lengths this Writer would 
have me; I can't implicitely confide in what they 
do: We have been too long us'd to Liberty, and 
have paid too dear for it, to part with it ſo eaſily : 
We have been taught to reaſon upon the pub- 
lick Tranſactions, and the Conduct of our M—rs 
and this, I believe, this Writer will own was 
very right during the late M——y; and for 
_ reaſon. I can't but _ it fo- ſtill : _ be 
muſt take away our Underſtandings, or elſe: we 
ſnall be apt to make uſe of them, and ſpeak too 
what we think, whether we like it or not. And 
indeed it ſeems to be no great Compliment to 
the 1 y, to deſire a blind Submiſſion — 


* * F 
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for · the righter their Conduct is, the more ' tis 
far their Honour to have it look d into; audꝭ it 
looks as if things! would not bear the Light, 
when thoſe Who fare their Friends deſire we 
wolwld ſhut our Eyes. A 20) 1 


e ene 

umi there is one Point; indeed relating o 
Peace, upon which: the Writers of this Side ad- 
vanes ſomething that has the colour of an Ar- 
gument ; and that is, that the Face of Aſſairs is 
Fhang d by the Death of the Emperor, and there- 
fete we ougbt not to wonder tfat the 15 
spart from the old Preliminaries, as to the en- 
ting Reſtitgtion of the Spaniſh Monarchy ; -fince 
they: would have it thought to be equally dam 
gerous £0, Eurepe, to have Spain and the Empire 
drohe hand, as the: Umon of Shain and France 
would be. But as ſpecious as this may ſeem to 
ſach as Rnewnotlüng of the Affairs of 
tot all achocare the leaſt acquainted with tiiend 
is Talk muſt needs appear to be a mere Baty 
ron. And the Death of the Emperor is ant 
wadeinf of for a Cover to the Pattition theyde 
ſwd befare he ditd: for if e look back to 
what. thc Exmin and: — 7 us a year 
des wwe hall ſeen their Schemes of Peace ne- 
ver: ſuſpos d the: vacuation of Spart ; but; / on 
the contrary, the ꝓretended tas unreaſonable 
to liabſt upon it; ano that addneſſing the Queen, 
ad;ko thi Hoofſes af Parliament did, not to make 
abc withut abe Neſtitytiomof Span, M 
done with no other View than to l perpetuateſthe 
Wr and therefore Spain and the Jnulies mall in 
aifitute Peade che gen up to f, Tis not 
becauſe the Emperoris- dead, tis hotauſe they re» 
e to de it, whether the EmPeror had Uy'd 
du got „ ewas zelbly:d; when! his Death was neo 
moe thought on than the Death of Any Man 
that ismow alive All their Pretenceg therefore 


7 


101 | for 
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for leaving France in poſſeſſion of Spain and the 

| Tadies, are inſincere and falſe. But in this very 
| Pretence of theirs, all honeſt Men will ſee a Vin- 
fication of the old M—y, to whom Juſtice muſt 
not be deny'd any more than to the new, if, as 
they ſay, the Emperor's Death has alter d the 
Caſe, and made it not neceſſary for us to inſiſt 
longer on the intire Reſtitution of the Spa- 
11 Monarchy. This is a Confeſſion that, be ore 
this Caſe happen'd, *twas right and neceſſary i it 
ſhould-be inſiſted on, and conſequently. the old 
My did but their Duty to Sicribpte what 
hey could towards it. Indeed nothing could be 


more juſt or neceſſary, if we have any regard to 


our Treaties, to the End for which we went in- 
td the War, to the Intereſt of our Allies, and 
to our own Safety; and this has been the united 
Senſe of Queen el People, of the whole Nation, 
of all our Allies: and we muſt have a very un- 
accountable deference to the Examiner and his 
Friends, to think that all of a ſudden to be ve- 


ty wrong, Which all the World have for ſo ma- 


92 years thought tobe right, and ſo neceſſary that 
b could be fafe Without it. Theſe Wri⸗ 
ters had a wretched Cauſe to maintain while the 
mperor liv'd, and that makes them lay hold of 
is Death, as if that would juſtify their new. 
Schemes. But upon a very little Examination, 
Cover will appear to be a very thin one; 


r what can be more trifling than to tell us at 
this time of day, that the Houſe of 4 7 


would be too formidable, and the 3 0 
rope be in danger, if 5 Whole Moparchy of Spain 


were to be 1 to the new Emperor? 
i. I could” be. glad * dars of Theſe Gentlemen 


were not quite ſo groumdleſs as they are, for then 
e might hope. our Allies would be 5 Match for, 
France, without our eng eins in their Qarrels.; bs 


and that is the greateſt Happineſs for this Na- 
tion that any true Engliſhman can hope for: for 
if the Allies were a tolerable Ballance againſt 
France without us, then it would always be in 
our power to turn the Scales, and we ſhould be 
Arbitrators of Europe in earneſt, And if the | 
Houſe of Auſtria could really be as formidable, 

as the Patrons of an ill Peace would have it 
thought, even then the Danger to us would by 
no means be equal to what we may ſuffer from 
the exorbitant Power of France. The Great- 
neſs of the Honſe of Auſtria might be trouble- 
ſom to their Neighbours on the Continent, but 
what have we to , apprehend from them? Can 
they, be they as great as they will, affect us in 
our very Vitals, and ruin our Commerce, as France 
may do ? Can we ſuppoſe the Houſe of Auſtria 
could have a ſuperior Fleet drop out of the Clouds ? 
Or can they diſturb our Trade without a Fleet? 
What then is it we pretend to be afraid of? 
But, alas! the very Suppoſition, of their Great- 
neſs is all a jeſt. Let us but look back into the 
laſt War: Had not the Emperor all the Spaniſh 
Monarchy of his Side, and yet what did it ſigni- 

fy, what a Figure did they make in Spain and upon 
the Rhine? What did the Houſe of Auſtria with 
all their Allies, and England it ſelf, perform? 
Was not France abundantly too hard for all 

How much worſe then muſt the Iſſue of that 
Mar have been, had England not engag'd in it? 
Is now the Riches or Power of the Emperor in- 
creasd ſince that War, or could Spain give him 
more Aſſiſtance now than it did then? Has not 
the Houſe of Auſtria been exbauſted by continual 
Wars for theſe thirty years paſt ? Are not the 
Hereditary Countries drain'd almoſt to the laſt 
Drop? And is it not the ſame with Spain? Was 
it not in a miſerable lapguid Condition * 

* 


(35) 
this War began? And is it poſlible to deſcribe 
how much it has ſuffer'd ſince? What then is it 
we pretend to fear ? Is there any thing but a 
ſhadow of Power left? Has not the Weakneſs 
of the Houſe of Auſtria been ſufficiently diſco- 
ver'd by the weak Efforts they have made this 
War, by the Inſults they have born from a little 
Prince, for ſo the King of Sweden is in compa- 
riſon of what an Emperor ſhould be; and by 
their Inability to compel the Princes of the Em- 
pire to do their Parts in the Proſecution of the 
War? Can we turn our Thoughts to any one 
ſide, on which we would take a View of the 
Strength of the Houſe of Auſtria, and not pre- 
ſently diſcover it to be all Weakneſs ? But if this 
be the preſent State of it, can any body tell 
when *tis like to be otherwiſe ? Have they the 
ſame means to recover themſelves, as France and 
other trading Nations have? Have they any Proſ- 

of having Influence enough on the Members 
of the N to make them unite with Vi- 
gour againſt France 2 Are they not ſurrounded 
with Neighbours, from whom they have always 
reaſon to apprehend Danger? And won't that 
even in time of Peace oblige them to ſo great 
an Expence, as will not ſuffer them to recover 
their preſent Weakneſs, but by very flow de- 
grees ? And after all, is there more than one 
Branch left, and is not that a very great weak- 
ening of the Auſtrian Intereſt ? What then can 
be more ridiculous than to fear the new Empe- 
ror ſhould grow too great? We may be very ſure, 
if his Neighbours won't diſturb him, he won't 
_ diſturb them; *tis his Intereſt to be quiet, and 

Europe may promiſe it ſelf a laſting Peace, if it 
be not broke till he be the Breaker of it: For no- 
thing can be weaker than his Power in the Em- 
pire is at preſent; and * addition of the Spa- 
. „ 2 8 ni 
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ib Monarchy will be a Burden to him rather 
than any Advantage for many years, tho a Bur- 
den he would be glad to bear, rather than it 
ſhould fall into the hands of France, to whom 
Spain and the. Indies would be infinitely more uſe- 
ful than they can ever be to him. If therefore 
he were poſſeſt of the whole Monarchy, he 
would be himſelf the leaſt Gainer by it; it 
would be taking a great Strength ftom France, 
but he would add very little by it to himſelf ; 
and therefore in truth his 'Allies, England 'par- 
ticularly, is more immediately concern'd fot the 
Reſtitution of Spain and the Indie, than the Em- 
peror can be, tho even our Intereſt is in ſome 
meaſure his. For the ſtronger and richer we are, 
the more able we ſhall be to ſupport him againſt 
France; which Support he can't ſtand without, 
and it will be well if he can with it, which there 
1 — be little hopes of, if this War end in an ill 
kent ge adm eget inn hos | 
But at preſent the beſt Proſpe& we have, is, 
that if we unite together, we may be able to 
* Ntand our Ground. And is not this a ſad State of 
things,” that all the Powers of Europe ſhall be 
dver-run by one, if England don't take part 
With them? Is it not our Intereſt to make the 
utmoſt Effort, to put things on a better foot, 
That we may not be neceſſitated to go into a 
War, which is ſo extremely inconvenient for a 
People, whoſe Riches depend ſo much on their 
Trade, and who can't but at a vaſt Expence 
make War upon the Continent, wheneyer France 
Pleaſes to invade any of its Neighbours? But 
This is an Evil there is no poſlibility of avoid - 
4 ing, if Fraite continues in the poſſeſſion of Spain, 
' or the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria is To low. 
- nſtea therefore of imaginary Fears from the tqo 


rat Power of the Bupperor, the true Copcetn 
: We - . | * e 
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we ought to have, is, that all we can db can't 
make him powerful enough to preſerve the Peace 
of Europe, and ballance France without our Help. 
Iis plain now, that as the Death of the Em- 
peror is not the true reaſon for not inſiſting on 
the Evacuation of Spain, ſo neither is it a good 
one; and the Uſe we ought to make of the turn 
his Death has given to Affairs, is juſt the Reverſe 
of that which theſe miſerable Politicians would 
make of it. It ought to give us freſh Hopes of 
carrying our Point, and make us inſiſt on the 
Reſtitution of Spain more than ever; ſince by 
the Imperial Crown's being ſettled on K. Charles 
his Head, we have a fairer Proſpe& of ſucceed- 
ing, than we could have while his Brother liv'd : 
for now the Intereſt of the Emperor and King of 
Spain is but one Intereſt, the ſame Perſon being 
both, And as the new Emperor is more con- 
cern'd to maintain himſelf in the Spariſh Mo- 
narchy, and knows better the Condition of it, 
and how to take the propereſt Meaſures for it, 
Jo he has it a great deal more in his power than 
he had before; and therefore we may reaſona- 
bly expect he will make much greater Efforts, 
than either he or his Brother did before, to. ſe- 
cure a Point of ſo much Concern to him. And is 
this a time to give up the Diſpute? Shall we 
now deſert his Cauſe after having ſtood by him 
To long? Have we ſpent ſo much Treaſure and 
Blood to keep his Cauſe alive, while he was able 
to do bur very little for himſelf ? And ſhall we 
now leave bim, when by his Succeſſion to the 
mperial Crown, he has ſo much a better Proſ- 
pect of recovering Spain, if we continue our Aſ- 
liſtance, and conſequently of making us ſome _ 
Amends for our Adherence to him? Sure theſe 
are ſtrange. Politicks,. to quit our Point when tis 
wol likely to ſucceed, and ſit down WES 
X ²˙ aIͥ—ů 8 oſs 
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Loſs of all we have been contending for, when 
the Reward of our Expence and Pains is in 
view. © | 
Tis very ſtrange to make that Turn of Af 
fairs a Reaſon for giving up the Cauſe, which 
is the greateſt Reaſon that can he for purſuing 
it. But this is the wiſe Part theſe Writers 
take, who think the Death of the Emperor a 
very good Reaſon, or rather Excuſe, for doing 
what they were reſolv'd to do before, whether 
it were to be juſtify'd or not : And as if they 
had clearly decided this important Queſtion, 
and the entire Reſtitution of the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy were to be no more thought of, they 
en. to give us a Scheme for a Partition of it 
between the two Competitors, which they value 
themſelves ſo much upon, as to tell us, twould 
puzzle a very wiſe Man to know which Part to 
chuſe. But do they think us ſuch Fools, as to 
believe tis in the Power of England to chuſe 
which Part of the Alternative they will? Is it 
not plain to a Demonſtration, that there is no 
Choice left ? If the new Emperor ſhould chuſe 
Spain and the Indies, which way ſhall he come 
at them? Has he a great Fleet to tranſport him 
from ſtaly to Spain, when he has a mind to it? 
and if he had, while 7aly is in French Hand 
which it would be by this Partition, how coul 
he get to it? How long will Men impoſe ſuch 
Nonſenſe on the Nation? Let them not 
talk of Alternatives, or of making choice of this 
or that : let them ſpeak plain, and tell us, that 
Spain. and the Indies ſhall remain to the Duke of 
Anjou, and that the Emperor muſt take what 
is left, or nothing. - This is and muſt be their 
Meaning; and why don't they ſpeak it out? Is 
it not becauſe their Scheme won't bear to be 
ſet in its true light; and that they think 8 4 


een TRI 
ple won't be pleas'd to ſee Terms: forc'd ups 
on the Emperor, and the moſt valuable Parts 
of the Spaniſh Monarchy ſuffer'd to remain in 
French Hands? What is this but the Peace the 
French offer d at the end of the Ramillies Campain, 
which was rejected by all the Allies with Scora ? 
And ſhall we now be taught to think That a 
good Peace, after ſo many and great Succeſles. 
| againſt the common Enemy, which ſo long ago 
nobody thought tolerable ? Let them ſhew that 
was a good Peace then, or allow this is a very 
bad one now. *Tis ſurprizing to ſee, that we 


who are without diſpute moſt concern'd in the 


Reſtitution of Spain and the Indies, ſhould be 
moſt willing, nay the only People that are wil- 
ling, to make a Peace without them. What 
can the Meaning of this be, that we ſhould be 
ſo very fond of ending ſo ſucceſsful a War on 
ſuch Terms, in contradiction to the declared 
Senſe of our own. Nation, and of all the Pow- 
ers in Alliance with us? That the Dutch ſhould 
be truer to our Intereſt than we are our ſelves, 
and ſhould be ſo averſe to making thoſe Con- 
ceſſions to France, by which we ſhould- be the 
greateſt Sufferers ? The Senſe of our own Na- 
tion unanimouſly expreſt in Parliament, in all 
the Parliaments that haye been ſince the War 
began till now, and the Concurrence of the 
whole Alliance in the ſame Sentiments, if they 
have any weight with us, ought to make us ve- 
ry much ſuſpe& the Wiſdom or Honeſty of 
thoſe Men, who would infuſe into us contrary 
Notions, and make us think that right, which 
all the World have hitherto thought exceeding 
wrong. It ſeems to me much more reaſonable 
to condemn the preſent Opinions, which are 
the Sentiments of one part only of the Nation, 
and in. which they ſtand alone, than to cenſure 
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thoſe which have been ſo univerſally. receiv'd, 
and have all our Allies of their fide; and for 
that Reaſon I ſhould think all that has been 
advanCd of late to betray us into an inſecure 
Peace, ought to be rejected, tho what they have 
to ſay in fayour of it were a great deal more 
plauſible than it is. Nothing can make it rea- 
ſonable to take now a Peace, which je was not 
reaſonable to take - five Years ago, unleſs the 
Run of the War had been againſt. ns; and in- 
deed,” were we to judg of the Fortune of the 
War: from theſe new Preliminaries, one would 
think there had been a ſtrange Turn in it, ſince 
the former Articles were made: nothing elſe 
ean give a tolerable account for the prodigious 
Difference there is between them; and yet in 
Fact the War has gone as much in favour of us, 
as from theſe Articles one would ſuſpect jt had 
gone againſt us. We have ſucceeded in every thing 
we hade undertaken in Handers, and been Lofers 
no where, except in that part where ſome Peo- 
ple thought the War ought chiefly to be puſh'd, 
and in the Expedition to Canada, the Event of 
which was not known when theſe Articles firſt 
came abroad; but we had then Reaſon to think 
it wduld ſacceed, and - were told it could not 
fail. Now from the Continuagce of the ſame 
Succeſs, we had Reaſon to hope for the Conti- 
nuance of the ſame Preliminaries that had been 
at firſt agreed to: This can't but be the Senſe 
of Men that think; this we are ſure is the Senſe 
of our Allies. And Monſieur Buys can tell us, 
the Great Penſionary, that Father of his Coun- 
try, that perfect Maſter of the Arts, not the 
Tricks of Government, when he was asked this 
Summer on the part of Frande, on what Terms 
be was willing the Negotiations ſnould be re 
newed, (gravely anſwered, He ſaw no i 
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the Allies had to depart from the Preliminaties; 
there having been no Change in their Affairs 
to make them of another Mind: This is the 
ſteddy Conduct of the Chief Mr of the 
States, who is univerſally applauded for, the 
wiſe Part he has ated in this whole Affair: 
And *tis no great Complement to an Engliſh 
My, to ſuppoſe them leſs able to judge 
right, or leſs zealous for the common Intereſt 
of us and our Allies. For my part, I hayve 


had I no other Argument for it, J ſhould from 
their known Character be pretty well ſatisfy'd, 
that whatever Articles are given out, we can 
be in no danger of an ill Peace. Such a Peace 
as theſe Preliminaries promiſe, even the Old 
MJ, as bad as they are repreſented, would 
not have put upon us; much leſs can we res- 
ſonably entertain any Suſpicions, that the Ne 
My have any ſuch Intentions, who both by 


that juſt Eſteem for the Preſent M——y; that 


their Words and Actions have encourag d the 


Nation to expect the greateſt things from them: 


and any Terms, but What fully anſwer the Endes 


for which we began the War, will now doubix 
diſappoint us, as contradicting not only our 
Hopes from ſo much Succeſs, but the great 
Expectations raiſed of them. Can we think 
this M——y would take an inſecure Peace, 
who have done ſo. much towards a firm and laſ- 
ting one? Can- we give way to ſuch à Thought 


of Men, who we are obliged by many Authen- 


tick Acts to believe have reſtored Credit? Men, 
who have corre@ed all the Corruptions and A- 
buſes off the Government with the ſame Succeſs? 

Men, who Have not confin*d their Cares to our 
Home- Affairs; but have made every Part of the 
Alliance feet che Influence of their wiſe Admi- 
niſbration? „ aha: 4 any Deſigns of _ | 
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in Peace, when ſuch Care is taken to cultivate 
a perfect good Underſtanding with our Friends? 
when the Hague, Bruſſels, Vienna, Turin, Barcelona, 
have all had Their Part in'the bleſſed Effects of the 
late Change, and no one of them can complain 
they have been negleted ? How can we doubt 
of a good War, or a better Peace, when all 
Places have been vigoroully provided with freſh 
Generals and Miniſters, who being Men of un- 
blemiſh'd Reputation, and of great Ability, and 
equally - fit for the Affairs of War and Peace, 
can't but have given new Life to our Allies, 
and confirm'd the Union, on which a good Peace 
entirely depends? SIEGE: Sew 
I ſhould not forget to add, that the Court of 
Hanover in particular has not been forgot; all 
imaginable Aſſurances have been given them, but 
that e cable the Succeſſor, that their In- 
tereſt would be taken due care of, and that by a 
Mr of ſuch undoubted Credit, as gives no 
little weight to his Commiſſion. And tho ſome 
People may wonder that we don't hear how that 
Court have expreſs'd their Satisfaction, no bo- 
dy from their Silence has Authority to ſay the 
contrary. But what gives us ſtill greater Aſſu- 
rance of the Intentions of the M to puſh 
the War with Vigour till they can obtain a 
good Peace, is, that neither 1 Europe 
it ſelf, can find Work enough for theſe indefati- 
gable Men. The new M—y extend their Cares 
to the new World, and have endeayour'd to 
wound the Enemy in too ſenſible a part, for any 
Man to think they can be ſecret Friends to them. 
And if the Deſiga did not ſucceed; tis not the 
fault of the M——rs, who did all they could to - 
- wards it, by the Preparations made for it, the 
ea Quantities of Stores of all ſorts, the Num- 
c of: good Troops, and above all, by the Ce 
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they made of a ſit Perſon to command it, whoſe 
_ Zeal and Affection to the Q-— no body, that 
has heard his Name, can doubt of. 

In ſhort, what the new M——y have done, or 
endeavour'd to do, is enough to convince all im- 
partial Men, that they are very different from 
the old ones; and therefore if we had any reaſon 
to fear an ill Peace then, we can have none now. 
And tho they had done none of the great things 
I have hinted at, we can never ſuſpect them as 
concerting a Peace upon ſuch wretched Articles, 
without making two ſtrange Suppoſitions, nei- 
ther of which have in them the leaſt degree of 
Probability: we muſt ſuppoſe them very un- 
grateful to the , and very regardleſs- of 
themſelves, Can we think Men, who have ſuch 

t Obligations to her Majeſty, whom ſhe has 

o unexpectedly rais'd to the firſt Places in her 
Government, whom ſhe has expreſs'd fo great a 
Value for, and honour'd in fo ſingular a manner; 
can we think theſe Men can be guilty of ſo much 
Ingratitude, as to take any Meaſures inconſiſtent 
with-the Safety of her Perſon, or-the Reputation 
of her Government? Much leſs would they ally 
a Reign of ſo much Glory with the Piſgrace of 
an ill Peace. But ſuppoſe the worſt that can. be, 
that theſe M rs could be ungrateful to the 
Q-—, have we the leaſt reaſon to think them re- 
gardleſs of themſelves? But that they muſt be 
to a great degree, before. they can come into ſuch. 
Deſigns as their Enemies ſo freely impute to 
them. For what can be more hazardous for any 
M——y under the Inſpection of perpetual Par- 
liaments, than to go into ſuch Meaſures as muſt 
needs draw upon them the Reſentments of the 
Nation, eſpecially in an Affair of ſo much con- 
ence 3 in the iſſue of which, as tis good or 


u 
baſe the Proſperity or Ruin of us is involv'd, 
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and that without relieve? For if this War 
end ill, tis next to an Impoſſibility that another 
can begin well, or be long kept off. I know 
thoſe who. are diſaſſected to the M turn 
this Argument the other way, and make that a 
reaſon for their clapping up à Peace at any rate, 
which to me proves juſt the contrary. They 

_ ſay, tis neceſſary for them to have a Peace, and 
therefore- they will have one. And perhaps it 
way be pretty neceſſary for them; that I ſhall not 

_ diſpute ; but -I can't allow the Conſequence. 
Thoſe Miniſters are very ſhallow Politicians, who 

- conſider nothing but what will ſerve the preſent 
Turn; tis the part of Wiſdom to look forward: 
+ and Men who have a true Concern for their own 
Safety, will carefully weigh future Dangers, eſpe- 
cially when not very remote, againſt preſent In- 
tonveniences:: And Men leſs wiſe than the pre- 

' ent M would be very loth to make a Peace, 

_ which, the Nation would not laftingly have rea · 
Dato acquieſce in. They that can ſuſpect this 
of e preſent M-——rs, muſt be very little. ac- 
- gualnted with their Characters: for tis remarka- 
ble, that among the infinite good Qualities they 
are commended for, by thoſe who by their Wri- 
gs may. be. preſum'd to be acquainted with 
them; the Chief M——r is particularly, and to 
a degree beyond what was ever ſaid of any mor- 
tal Man before, celebrated for his great Pene- 
tration and Inſight into things at a 8 diſtance, 
and of a very uncertain nature. There is no- 
thing that happen'd from the firſt Years of this 
Reign to the late Impeachmeat incluſiye, but 
what the Secret Hiſtory of A4rlw aſſures us he 
fereſaw; and in the Hiſtory of the Guiſcard - 
Plot, nothing leſs than wwlimired Foreſight cloſes 
s Jong Train of admirable Vertues, Now if we 
may credit theſe Characters, nay if half of wen 
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be true, they can neither intend to hart the Na- 
tion by an ill Peace, nor hurt it without intend- 
ing it; for Men of ſo much Foreſight can't bat 
be aware even of the remote Conſequences of 
ſuch a Peace both to the Nation and themſelyes. 

And ſince the Miſchief the Publick would receive 

by ſuch Meaſures muſt jn the event .reach them 
too, had they no other Quality but Self-love, I 

ſhould think we may be ſecure, the Miſchief is 
not deſign d. Great Men may be regardleſs of 
themſelves to ſerye their Country, but wiſe. ones 
won't eaſil7 hazard their own Safety, by going 
into deſperate Meaſures, - which can end in no- 
thing but the Ruin of it, What a very ill Opi- 
nion now muſt Men have of the preſent =, 

if they can't be convinc'd by all theſe Arguments 

that theſe Preliminaries are not genuine? 

If any body will ftill maintain they are ſo, after 
all I have ſaid to evince the contrary, there is but 
one Suppoſition upon which one can account for 
them; and that is, that they are publiſh'd to try 
the Pulſe of the Nation upon ſo nice a Subject, 
which tis not amiſs. for the M to feel, be- 
fore they determine. But firſt tis not very pro- 
bable, that to betray the Nation into an ill 
Peace, they would publiſh ſuch a pack of Arti- 
cles, as muſt frighten all thinking People at firſt 
ſight: and if all that the Town ſays of the cauſe 
of Count G——- his Diſgrace be true, *twas ne- 
ver the Deſign of the M ——Þ— that any ſuch 
Articles ſhould be publiſh'd; or if that be not 
true, the Publication of them, muſt have been 
made to ſtir up in the Nation freſh Reſentments 
agaiaſt France, by letting People ſee, that they 
are not yet come to any fincere Intentions of 
conſeating to a good Peace, notwithſtanding the 

Advances they have in appearance made towards 
us, or rather we towards them. But I can't — : 


er preſent M — y have this Intention, 
that would lay them open to the ſame Re- 
proach which they know has been ſo unjuſtly 
thrown on their Predeceſſors, that they have a 
+ Defiga to tuate the War: whereas I dare 
ay, every body is at preſent ſatisfy'd, they are 
very ſincerly inclin'd to a Peace; which they are 
in the greateſt haſte for, if one may judg by 
their Friends, who are ſo impatient for a Peace, 
that they can't bear the leaſt check ſhould be 
pat to it, by any body's inſiſting on a good one. 
And from thence we may be ſure, the M——y 
are not capable of doing any thing, that may 

create in People an averſion to what they are 

themſelves ſo well inclin'd to: and that I think 
puts it paſt diſpute, that -theſe Articles do not 
come from them, and conſequently are not ge- 


Some indeed, who are Friends to the M—y, 
and yet maintain that theſe Articles are. genuine, 
do confeſs, that theſe Articles make but a very 

fender appearance in themſelves ; but then for 
our comfort they aſſure us, there are other ve- 
ry good ones in reſerve. But how can that 
be? Why muſt we not know the good ones, if 
tere be any ſuch, as well as the bad? Why! 
becauſe, it ſeems, we can't know them, but our 
Allies muſt know them too, And why, I pray, 
muſt they be conceaFd from our Allies? becauſe 
they won't be pleas'd with them. And why not? 
There is but one poſſible. reaſon for ſuch a Ma- 
* nagement; and that is, that we intend to ſa- 

_- crifice their Intereſt to our own, againſt common 
Juſtice, and in direct Violation of the fundamen- 
tal Articles of the Grand Alliance, by the ſe- 

venth Article of which they all ſolemnly engage 
got” to treat of Peace with the Enemy, unleſs 

-joiatly and with the common Advices” 3 
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other Parties; and that no Peace ſhall be made 
unleſs a reaſonable Satisfaction be procur'd ſor 
all, according to the Tenor of the other Arti- 
cles. So that the Enemies of the new M——y 
pretend, theſe good Articles they give us hopes 
of, are to be good for our ſelves only and not 
for our Allies ; and conſequently, they are to be 
the Price of the greateſt Injuſtice and Iniquity, 
purchas'd by the Blood and Treaſure of our 
Friends, who have for theſe ten years ſtood firm 
to us; for the laſt time, I doubt, if this be our 
Juſtice, this the Reward of their Fidelity. And 
upon-theſe terms honeſt Men will think no Arti- 
cles can, be good. But be that as it will, what 
rpoſe will it ſerve to conceal theſe Articles 
Tom our Allies? Will they think there are no 
private Articles, becauſe they are not told what 
they are? No, juſt the contrary; from the 
Scandalouſneſs of the Articles they do ſee, they 
will certainly conclude there are others they are 
not let into. And 'tis a known Obſervation, 

Quod tegitur, majus creditur eſſe Nefas. 1 * 
But the ſame ill-diſpos'd Perſons further ſay, 
that ſuppoſe we could for the preſent 'conceal 
from the Allies the Bargain we have made, and 
what it is that has induc'd the M=—y to conſent 
to ſuch Preliminaries ; can they always be con- 
ceal'd? And if any ill Effects are apprehended 
from their knowing them now, won't the ſame 
ill Effects follow, whenever they are known? Are 
we afraid leſt after the example we have ſet, they 
. ſhould fall into private Tamperings with France, 
and try to make Terms for themſelves, when 
they ſee we take ſo little care of them? And 
that the Conſequence of ſuch ſeparate Meaſures 
may be, that we may at laſt be left in the lurch 
our ſelves, while France can make a cheaper Bar- 
gain ſomewhere elſe? Do we fear this might | 


cſſects in this n knows 
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"FEY if the Allies hates? ” ns 
think, we have not already done enough to juſti- 
fy their taking ſach a courſe ? Will not the Jea- 
louſy we have given them, have the fame ill 


dg of all that has been doing produce? 
Bat fuppoſe we can ward off this Blow, and the 
Treaty we are upon ſhould not be defeated by 
any of our Allies being before-hand with us, 
— treating for t Ives ; theſe ' Men ſay 
further, What can a Peace end i in, let the Terms 
be what they will, that. is founded in manifeſt 
 Injuftice;”4nd built on the Diſunion and Diſcon- 
tent of our Allies? What Terms can ballance 
che In convenience that muſt attend the diſobli- 
ging thoſe, on whoſe Aſſiſtance we muſt rely for 
the performance of them? Thus it is a certain 
aud undoubted Truth, that no Peace, be it e'er 
{© good, can be 4 laſting one, if for the perfor- 
mance of the Articles the Allies are not mutual 
Guarantees fog each other; nothing ele can hin- 
der France from breaking any TRE that may be 
made. Dut this is a Security, they ſay, we can't 
4x if this Alfiance end in Difcord and Con- 
Fuhon, as it muſt do, if we are falſe to our 
Allies, and felt them to France, to purchaſe ſome 
Feeming Advantages to our ſelves. They call em 
[freeing Advantages, for that all the ſeparate Pro- 
"miles. of Franer wat be: they cam give us nothing 
t compenſate the real Securities we have hither- 
0 inſilted on, but ſome: Advantages of Com- 
 ,merce in the diem, or ſome Ports in but 
every. thing of this kind muſt be very precarious. 
\Buznco can give us nothing, which it won't be in 
*their power u take. away at pleaſure; and that 
before we cam have time to arm our ſelves, or 
- make” Allſances* beſides: chat it will be in vain 
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Allianee end, as by theſe Articles tis like to do? 
If we conſider how difficult and expenſive: it is, 
to ſubſiſt the ſmall Gariſon we have now at Gibral- 
tar, we ſhall be ſoon convinc'd, *tis a jeſt to 
think we can maintain our ſelves in any Spaniſh 
hav. if one or two ſhould, to allure us, for the 
preſent be put into our hands. The diſtance we 
are at from them, will make it impoſſible to keep 

them any longer than France and Spain ſhall have 
a mind to it; and that we may be ſure they won't 
have long: and all the Articles of this ſort can 
only ſerye to draw us into the Danger and Ex- 

_ pence of a Standing Army, without any ſervice 
in this point at all from them. ., _ 
All this is urg'd by the Enemies of the preſent 
M-; and if theſe Articles that relate to- 
matters nearer home are fo precarious, much 
more muſt thoſe be ſo, that reſpe& any Settle- 
ment in the Weſt-Indies. Tis impoſſible any Ad- 
vantages can be yielded to us in thoſe parts; 
which may not by the united Force of Fance 

; and Spain be tuken from us; before we can fo 

| much as know they are attempting it. And what 

i 7 have we to think they won't do, what is 
Jo much for their Intereſt, the firſt convenient 

„ they have? And ſnall we, for ſuch 

Advantages, for Terms we can't maintain an 

hour after the Alliance is broke, diſoblige our 

Friends, and make it impracticable for them to 

nnite with us again, whenever our Safety ſhall 

make it neceſſary ? But ſuppoſe France would 
keep their word with us, tho the very Suppo- 
ſition is ridiculous, what muſt be the Conſe« 
guence of leaving our Allies in 4 weak and de- 
enceleſs State? Won't France in a little tims 
be taking the advantage we put into their hands, 
of invading one or other of them? And what 
part in that caſe ſhall England take? Shall 2 
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to go into a new War? Can we 
expect a perfect Unity and Confidence in all the 

Members of a new Alliance? or ſhall we fir ſtill, 
and ſuffer Ewrope to beover-run? And if wedo, 
what is it we may expect for our pains? Won't 
it be a mighty Satisfaction to have France make 
us the Promiſe Polyphemus made - Ulyſſes, when he 


- was devouring his Companions, that as an Act of 


his great Goodneſs he will reſerve us for the laſt 
Morſel? A great Comfort this indeed ! and yet 
this is all we can expect from a Peace, that is 
bad for our Allies. This will be the ſure effect 
of the ſecret good Articles, which, tis ſaid, we are 
to have, No Peace can be good, tho Spain it ſelf 
were given up, that will not be laſting ; no Peace 
can be laſting, that is made on precarious Terms; 
no Terms can be other than precarions, that 
leave the French ſafficient Power to violate them 
when they will. France will always have Power to 
do this, if the Allies don't bring them down to the 
firſt Preliminaries, and mutually engage to main- 
tain the Treaty that ſhall be made. Much leſs can 
ſuch an Engagement be alone ſufficient ; and if 
it were, *tis not to be Roper for, *tis not poſſible 
to be had; if inſtead” of the old Preliminaries, a 
ſcandalous Treaty be founded in Iniquity, and 
the Intereſt of our Allies be ſacrific'd by ns to 
ſome ſpecious Articles for our ſelves, which yer 
at the bottom are good for nothing, and can ne- 
ver be maintain c. | SEM 

From all which I can't but conclude, that all 


talk of better Articles is mere Banter; and that 


conſequently thoſe we have ſeen can't be genuine, 
knce the Confeſſion of thoſe who are the 
Friends of the M——y, they make but a ſad ap- 
13 by themſelves. Upon the whole, 1 am 

ly-perſuaded that no Mi will ever ſubmit 


and 
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and that moſt certainly at preſent it is not, unleſs 
we have made a Neceſlity out ſelves, by pre- 
tending to think there is one; which I own [ 


nnn 


am not without ſome fear of, leſt the Jealouſies 


rais'd in the Allies by the clandeſtine Steps that 
have been made towards a Peace, . ſhould have 
caus'd ſuch a Diſunion, as will make it impoſſi- 
ble to carry on the War with the ſame Vigour 
we have hitherto, And if that be the Caſe, we 
are in a bleſſed State indeed, that we can neither 
continue the War as we ſhou'd, nor put a good 
End to it; and it will be but ſmall Comfort 
to inquire when *tis too late, Who are the Men 
have brought us into it ? Which leads me to 
another great Inducement to believe, a Treaty 
will never be made upon theſe Articles. » 
For tho I were miſtaken in my good Opinion of 
the M—y, and tho all the Arguments I have urg'd 
to ſhew theſe Articles cannot be genuine ſhou'd 
be inconclufive, yet we have a ſare Refuge in the 
P————t, which may put us out of our Pain; 
for it can't be thought the Q-— will conclude 
an Affair of ſo much Importance without 
their Advice; and TI believe *twas never known 
that a P-- —— t acted againſt the true Inte- 
reſt of the Nation in any great Affair, provided 
they were well inform'd of the true Nature of it. 
For which Reaſon I can't but wiſh, that both 
Houſes had, in this reſpect, the ſame Advantage 
the Upper have, whoſe Happineſs it is to have 
of their Body à noble Peer, who had the Ho- 
nour to be Her Majeſty's Plenipotentiary du- 
ring the Negotiations at the Hague and Ger- 
truydenburg; a Perſon of that Application and 
Capacity, that he is perfectly Maſter of all the 
Parts of this Grand Affair, and of ſuch known 
Honour and Integrity, that the Houſe are ſure 
they may depend on the Truth of what he Nee 
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other Side. 


ato the ſeveral Intereſts of our Allies, ang 


The Reaſons why they ought to be ſupported 
in them, gives me the greateſt Aſſurance, that ſo 
great and wiſe'a Body, having the Advantage f 
fach good Information, will give into no Treaty, 
which ſhall be diſhonourable, unſafe, and unjuſt, 
but will adviſe the inſiſting on ſach Terms, as 
will be to the entire Satisfaction of our Allies, 
from whence alone we can expect any laſting 
Security to our ſelves. Let others therefore 
amuſe themſelves with aſſected or real Fears, 
if they pleaſe; I can be in no Apprehenſion 
of an ill Peace, while I conſider the Wiſdom o 
the Preſent, M, or the Virtue of a Britiſi 


Parliament. 


Atalta gin virtus animo, muleuſque recurſad 


A A good Peace can never. come tpo ſoon, nor a 
bad one too late; and I can't but hope that ho- 
neſt Men of all Denominations are af the ſame 
Mind, and that nobody will interpret the 
Ms pacific Intentions to an ill Senſe, or 
faſpe& that the Repreſentative of the Nation 
is capable of conſenting to, any thing which is 
not truly for its "Intereſt, and for the Glory of 

the Prince they have the Honout to adviſe, 


